1994). Until now the numbers of physicians in each speciality or in general practice have rightly been determined by the common sense of need and market forces. The vast and rapidly growing body of knowledge now available in the fields of medicine and surgery makes specialization a necessity if one is to master even the minimum required in a given field. Over 90% of Americans now live in an urban environment and have learned to seek and obtain care from specialists who can all act as the "primary care physician." All specialists are trained as general practitioners before 
